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Should the GIA

go back into damness’«’

s black arts

Washiﬁg:on, DC

American intelligence correctly predicted
that Vietnam would invade Cambodia,
that China would invade Vietnam and
that the Soviet Union would not invade
China. But, reassuring as those recent
successes were, the Central Intelligence
Agancy’s record elsewhere has been less
good Iran is the worst example. In 1953

s ClA hclped restore the Shah to his
t"xrone, but in 1978 it had scarcely a clue
that he was about to be-toppled. Before
that, the Shah knew that a communist

coup was brewmv in Aighamstan but the-~-

ClA did not. : -

- In Nicaragua, Zaire-and Yemen, ac-

cordmo to- Amercan - officials, " intelli-
gance on insurrections and invasions has
sen late and inadequate, with the result
. that subsequent American policies have
metimes seemad dangerously make- -
shift. Inter-agency ° reviews after: the
Shah’s fall have concluded that American
intelligence does not know much, either,
zbout what is happening in such places as
Indonesia, Egypt Saudi Arabla or even
naxt door, in Mexico. - -
What ails the CIA? One problem isthe
endency for-policymakers to ignore in-
telligence that does._not support their
preconcsptions. ~ Israeli
warned the-Carter administration about

the Shah’s peril months before his fall. So

did low-level members of the American
embassy in-Teheran, but the White -

House did not want to hear bad: news-.ﬁ

" about its ally. A further difficulty is that
the administration, in order to avoid-
offznding allies, has forbidden its agents- -

“in Egypt and Saudi Arabia, as it dxd in
to make contact with potennal’;
rate conoressmnal commuteﬁ oonsxsnng

Iran,
subversives.

A more :intractable problem is that"

although = American.- mtelhgence is-
capable of gathering vast quantities of
information, especially by technical

means, it lacks the skilled manpower to -

make sense of what it collects. And then
there is deep unhappmess in the intelii-

gence commumxy wnth Admlral Stans—m berary of Congress

e

intelligence,

field Turner, President Carter’s  Naval
Academy- classmate and director of the
"CIA. Appreciated at first as a man who
shared the president’s forthright  and
businesslike attitude, he is aow accused
of arbitrarily switching people around
and of trimming agency reports to suit
White House polmcal views." Morale at
the CIA has fallen so far that’more than
1,000 of its men havc lef! t m the past two
years. C :

- But undoubtedly ths dxagnos:s most
often made is that the CIA is 'suffering
from a surfeit of democracy.-ln govern-

ment circles it is now frequently argued

...:‘_ .

thar there has been too muchr congress- -

jonal oversight, newspaper exposure, le-
gal restriction and public access, and that
‘the black arts should be restored to

dlmmer lmht or to dammss, wherc th-y o

can thnv- S
““The most serious problem we face,”

- according to the CIA's deputy director,

‘Mr- Frank Carlucci, is an inability to
protect intelligence sources from expo-
sure.< According to -ClA “officials, this

‘means that foreign intzlligence services:

‘dre reluctant to share information, poten-
‘tial agents refuse to work for’ ‘the CIAand
Amencan businessmen decline-to report
back after their travels becaiisé they fear

‘that™'their- actions might “later* become .

known through a congressxonal Jeak ora
‘lawsuit under the Frcedon ‘of !nforma-

‘the: <1974’ Hugnes-Ryarr “Amendment,
- which” holds that befors-the’"CIA® can
“"undertake- covert pohucal‘acnon in an-
other country, it must notify cnght sepa-

"of 163 legxslators and 41 stafffmembers.
““The ‘requirement, accordmgb Senator
"Daniel- Patrick Moynihan of New-York,
Tvirtually eliminates ths possxblhty of se-
cret American xntcrventxorr‘-lw “other
countries and limits the ClA’tO"'do'“S
research that might as wen b:vd}onem the

;

“Another: special target of cntmsm is

. not the only reason, however. President
Carter has openly declared his distaste
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Tumsrs on lhe hll’—hst

- - ..»..'

- American offxcrals confirtn that the I

CIA now engages in only a few minor
covert aperations. Legal restrictions are

for inrerference in th~ affau's oE other
countnes :

The president’s attxtudes and rongrcs-':
sional restrictions on intelligence: are-

born of America's bad experiences in

Vietnam and the disclosures of excesses

by the CIA and the Federal Bursau of
Investigation—assassination -
against Mr Fide! Castro, efforts to “de-
stabilise” the Allends regime in Chile,
infiltration of American protest groups
and illegal surveillance both of radical
political parties and of private citizens.
But- now Republicans, conservative
I “

oﬂmlgﬁg

attempts -

-~ STAT




